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By Kyle RamBo
Staff Writer

When a veteran of the United 
States military walks into the 
room, there is a sudden sense of 
respect and pride for this nation, 
regardless of  the veteran’s gender, 
background, race, or culture. 

At Broward College, there are 
plenty of America’s former military 
soldiers in and out of classrooms, 
with  230 veterans currently 
attending BC’s South Campus. 

With so many veterans among 
the student body, the Student 
Veterans Association (SVA) was 
formed to recognize the services of 
these soldiers and have discussions 
with familiar peers who may have 
some of the same experiences, 
struggles, accomplishments, pride 
and understanding.

SVA had its first inaugural 
meeting on Jan. 25, from 12-2 
p.m. in the Southern Breezes Cafe 
on South Campus. Students do not 
have to be a veteran or be involved 
in military service to attend. SVA 
encourages all BC students to join 
and learn about the experiences 
and lessons the veterans have to 
offer.  

The meeting’s purpose was 
to plan out how the club would 
be runned and consisted of 
club advisers, financial veteran 
coordinators, non-veteran students 
and veterans. 

Bob Brasco, a club and academic 
adviser on BC’s South Campus, 
explained the importance of the 
club and said “the club will consist 
of all aspects of veterans, including 
finances, graduating and the task of 

By DaviD DulaK
Contributing Writer 

Due to the recent rise of suicide 
amongst gay teenagers, the need 
for acceptance for the Lesbian 
Gay Bisexual Transexual (LGBT) 
community is at an all time high. 
In recent years, Broward College 
has made steps to make itself a gay 
friendly place for learning. 

Five years ago, Broward College 
opened its first Gay Straight 
Alliance (GSA), a club that 
promotes equality and acceptance. 
However, the Central Campus 
located in Davie is the only campus 
that has a GSA. 

For new college students from 
the LGBT community who do 
not attend Central Campus the 
transition to the college experience 
could be more difficult. 

Some students, like 
environmental engineering 
student, Carolina Rubio, have 
faced hardships over their sexuality. 

“It was difficult for me to walk 
hand in hand around school with 
my ex-girlfriend without being 
stared down by other students,” 
said Rubio.

“Typically, the bigoted male 
students would sexually harass us,  

asking if they could ‘join us.’ I also 
got discriminated against in Coral 
Springs, one of the safest areas in 
the country. That is when I realized 
that hate crimes and harassment 

could happen anywhere,” said 
Rubio. 

Students feel that a GSA on every 
campus will have great benefits. 
Among those benefits, students 

from the LGBT community would 
have a place they can feel accepted 
and awareness for equality would 
be raised. 

Psychology student, Laura 

Cristina, believes that Broward 
College can grow from having a 
GSA at the other campuses. “Some 
people don’t realize that gay people 
are just like everybody else. Making 
a Gay Straight Alliance will destroy 
the discrimination and ignorance 
people may have,” said Cristina.

Before a GSA should be started 
at any campus, the stereotype that 
a GSA is “for gays only” needs to 
be broken. Anyone, regardless of 
sexuality, can join GSA and hold 
an officer position. GSA President 
Rodrigo Labbe shared what he 
believes are important for a future 
GSA president. 

“To be the president of the 
GSA, one has to master self-
expression. The gender or sexuality 
of a president are details that GSA 
members think little on,” said 
Labbe. 

Gay Straight Alliance club needed on all campuses

moving forward.”
SVA’s first meeting was a success 

as many veterans who are students 
at BC came out to support the club 
and stress their concerns. 

One student, Braxton Betts, has 
been involved in the United States 
military in many ways, including 
being in the Air Force and serving 
in Bullard, Iraq for six months. He 
ended his active duty last April and 
now works for the Miami Veterans 
Association Hospital. 

The main speaker of the 
meeting was Jerry Johnson from 
the Miami Veterans Association 
Hospital, which serves over 40,000 
veterans year round. Johnson is a 
veteran, as he served in the Army 
for 23 years and worked in Georgia 
as a recruiter for another 13 years. 

Johnson was also deployed 
twice during his service to Bosnia, 
and the Persian Gulf. He is now 
working on getting his Ph.D. in 
Christianity. 

Johnson spoke to those who 
attended about the healthcare 
and financial advantages that the 
veterans have earned through 
serving their country.

Along with Johnson and 
the Miami Veterans healthcare 
system, there were many other 
organizations that came to the 
meeting, such as The Urban 
League of Broward County, and 
the Victory program.

The Student Veterans Program 
at South Campus hopes to thrive 
with the military student base at 
the college. 

If interested in getting involved 
with SVA, visit Student Life for 
more information. 

Puzzle hunt at Central CampusVeterans on campus 

in honor of Broward 
College’s 50th anniversary, 
on Jan. 28, students at 
Central Campus got the 
chance to be a part of the 
“Biggest Photo ever,” 
a group picture with BC 
students. This was followed 
by the Seahawk Puzzle 
Hunt, where students had to 
team up and find nine puzzle 
pieces before the other 
team. 

The event was not only 
to celebrate BC’s 50th 
anniversary, but to also 
commemorate the start of 
the BC Seahawks baseball 
team’s first 2011 home 
game. 
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Carolina Rubio (left) and Rodrigo labbe (right) making posters to promote equality to hang at all BC 
campuses.
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Hermetic
By Constanza Gallardo
Contributing Writer

True rock and roll music is still alive with 
the help of five Broward College students. Luke 
Paycer, Pedro Monaco, Eddie Heads, Lucas 
Miranda and Gabriel Jean form band Hermetic, 
a hard rock/alternative band whose main 
influences start from Led Zeppelin, Incubus, and 
Iron Maiden to The Red Hot Chili Peppers. In 
essence, Hermetic is a group of close friends that 
share the same ideologies and love for music. 

The band started about three years ago with 
Paycer (lead vocalist) and Miranda (bass). Since 
they shared the same ideologies, they decided to 
create a band and after a deliberate search for 
the right members, they incorporated Monaco 
as their lead guitarist, Heads as co-lead guitarist, 
and recently Jean as their new drummer. 
Miranda helped choose the name for the band 
after “The Seven Hermetic Principles of Truth,” 
which is the same one he wanted to apply to his 
life. As a result, the idea of what Hermetic stands 
for seemed perfect for the band. 

In view of the fact that many of their 
original songs come from personal experience 
and feelings, Hermetic´s main goal is to get 
their music out to everyone - have people 
connect with their messages, lyrics, melodies 
and ideas. Paycer elucidates about one of their 
original songs stating, “On the Road talks about 
that feeling of adrenaline we get through our 
bodies when we do something exciting or even 
dangerous, and using it in a way to deal or even 
relax about unhappy situations that might arise 
due to our daily stress. In this case, the rush is 
personified through driving. It was basically an 
idea I had when I was unconsciously using fast 
driving as a way to feel that rush and calm myself 
down and to get my head back in place. I guess 
you could say it’s the endorphins at work.” With 

something more than just lyrics, their songs talk 
about real things that anyone can relate to.  

In spite of their freshness and passion for good 
rock and roll, today´s music scene makes it hard for 
them to spread the word. “There is so much diversity 
nowadays; it is harder to catch people´s attention. 
Performers have to think out of the box. Today, some 
music has gotten too superficial and we try to pass 
that by getting a fresh look with our music,” said 
Miranda earnestly. 

“A lot of potential has been lost due to some 
people´s mentality towards the commercialized 
music industry. We plan to stay away from that,” the 
whole band agreed on the topic.  Not being your 
average mainstream band in South Florida, Hermetic 
does find it hard to promote their music. One of the 
reasons is the fact that they are in South Florida, and 
that the rock music scene is not that dominant as 
other places. However, they are doing all that they 
possibly can to expand by booking as many shows 
as possible this year, present great performances 
with a fun environment for everyone and create new 
original songs.  

Hermetic will be playing at Broward College 
Downtown Campus sometime this month, so make 
sure to check them out. If you miss this month´s 
show, they will be playing throughout this semester 
all over the college. The band also plans to play at 
the Ernie Ball Battle of the Bands 14 this summer, 
but they need your help by voting at http://www.
battleofthebands.com/hermeticfl. You can also get to 
know the band on Facebook, MySpace and YouTube. 
Make sure to stay tune to all their future shows this 
year, good music and fun is guaranteed.

Lead singer of Hermetic,

 Luke Paycer.
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