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Thanks to recent victories in 
both the men’s and women’s World 
Cup, America is getting interested 
in soccer again. That interest 
manifested itself two years ago, 
when Broward College decided 
to bring back soccer, a sport that 
had been cut out for budgetary 
reasons, as a club sport. While 
the teams would not compete 
intercollegiately, they would be 
playing in a league. 

When tryouts were held, more 
than 500 students showed up to 
test their skills. Athletic Director 
Robert Deutschman comments, 
“Given that high turnout, moving 
the programs to the collegiate level 
seemed more than appropriate 
as we want our department to 
be reflective of the interest of the 
Broward College student body.”  
And so, soccer is once again a 
collegiate sport at Broward College.

 Both the men’s and women’s 
team will compete in the National 
Junior College Athletic Association. 
To date, Broward College’s men’s 
team is the only male team in the 
NJCAA. They are coached by Ernst 
“Nono” Jean-Baptiste, a man who 

is more than qualified for his post. 
He was all-American at Miami-
Dade College, and has represented 
Haiti, his native country, when he 
competed internationally.

During his tenure at Broward 
College, Jean-Baptiste led the 
men’s club team to the playoffs 
of the Broward Premier Soccer 
League. The women’s soccer team 
is being led by a man who is just 
as qualified.  Aguinaldo “Gui Gui” 
Ferreira led the Laguna Eclipse 
girls’ team to a national title in 
2002. Many of the players he’s 
coached have gone on to play in 
the youth world cups.

Tryouts for the new teams 
were held on South Campus 
from April 26-28. All currently 
enrolled students were eligible 
for participation. Currently, the 
projected roster for the men’s team 
lists 18 players, and the projected 
roster women’s team lists 20. 
There’s a lot of excitement going 
around, as Neil Cohen, Associate 
Vice President of Student Affairs, 
comments, “The level of local 
talent is extraordinary.”  

The first game for the men’s 
team is Aug. 22 against Johnson 
Wales. The first scrimmage for the 
women’s team is Aug. 19 against 

St. Thomas, and their first game 
is on Aug. 23 against Ave Maria. 
The season will not have officially 
started, however, until the pep rally 
is held on Sept. 6th at 12:15 p.m. 

as part of Student Life’s Club Rush 
on Central Campus in front of 
Building 19. The President will be 
there to introduce soccer and the 
other athletic programs. Athletes 

from all the teams will be there 
too as well as professional soccer 
players from the Ft. Lauderdale 
Strikers and magicJack and Board 
of Trustees members.

Broward Seahawks get back on the green
Southern Breezes on South Campus saw a huge turn out of students 
awaiting the status of their financial aid for the upcoming fall term. 

Pell Grant here to stay? 
Big decisions on Capitol Hill determine the future 
of the Pell Grant. Broward College students and 
professors advocated against cuts while students may 
need the aid for impending tuition hikes. Full story on 
Page 4. 
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BC Women’s Soccer team begins practice for their new season.
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by richard perez
Editor-in-ChiEf

Tag! Your wallet is it! It’s no 
shock that tuition prices in Florida 
are rising as they play catch up 
with the nation’s average tuition 
rates. While Broward College 
(BC) made only the minimum 
required tuition increase by the 
state, students nationwide dodged 
a bullet with this year’s Pell Grant. 

Tuition increases may be 
something that students cannot 
control, but BC students and the 
United States alike have petitioned 
the proposal to cut Pell Grants by 
$2,000, a detrimental amount for 
students relying on the aid, and 
have been granted their wish.

Beginning in July, 2012 
Congress will be discarding of a 
federal loans for graduate students, 
a subsidized loan where students 
don’t pay interest until 6 months 
after graduation. According to 
CNN.com, using graduate loan 
cuts the government plans to trim 
nearly $22 billion over the next 
ten years and $17 billion will be 
given to the Pell Grant program. 
The current maximum award is 
$5,500 a year and helps nearly 
eight million students. 

“Over the years, too much focus 
has been on Federal student aid and 
the Pell grants in particular.  Now, 
the price tag for this program is 
$34.9 billion to keep this program 
at existing funding levels and the 
Pell grant is discretionary funded, 
not mandatory funded.  

As such, it has become a 
Washington political hot button 
and is receiving much attention 
by Federal lawmakers,” said Vice 
President for Student Affairs and 
Enrollment Management Angelia 
Millender, regarding the Pell.

 “I would advise students to 
make their voices heard to their 
local, state and federal law makers.  

And, don’t ever be discouraged,” 
said Millender – which they most 
definitely did. 

An online petition had even 
been created by students on the 
local and national levels. One being 
iPetitions.com, who had Broward 
students signing against the cuts 
and voicing their opinion. Included 
in the petition was South Campus 
SGA President Sunil Collins, who 
said “I believe this [Pell Grants] is 
extremely important to our state. If 
we put such a drastic dent in the 
education system that only leaves 
more room for criminals and non-
productive citizens to be born.”

Pell Grant is safe for now, but 
the Florida tuition will be steadily 
on the rise for years to come. This 
growth may sound frightening 
but according to College Board, 
Florida is ranked 48th in the nation 
on tuition costs. 

With Florida being considered 
extremely affordable compared to 
other states the stakes have become 
a bit of an expected one. The state 
must play the game of catch up to 
come close to the national average, 
a difficult feat when the cost keeps 
increasing. Therefore, two-year 
institutions in Florida are required 
to increase by eight percent and 
universities are allowed to increase 
up to 15 percent. 

Eight percent may sound like a 
high number but when calculated 
students will only be seeing a $7.30 
difference per credit hour from 
last year. Each credit for Florida 
residents will now cost $101.90 
while baccalaureate credits will cost 
$117.64.  

“The tuition rate limits for 
state colleges and universities are 
established in State Statute.   Two-
year and four-year colleges have 
different tuition guidelines.  From 
these guidelines then each College 
Board of Trustees has discretion to 
charge fees within those guidelines 
and caps,” said Millender. BC is 
facing an eight percent increase 

this year but will not be facing 
any additional increases like some 
colleges. 

After the tuition rate limit is 
set the Board of Trustees listen 
to a recommendation from the 
president and senior leadership 
regarding how much they feel the 
college needs to operate based 
on “enrollment current and any 
indicators of enrollment increase, 
new programming, and those costs 
are leveraged against the level of 
state funding anticipated and a 
budget is built,” said Millender.

Millender said that tuition is 
raised “when it is necessary to fund 
instruction and student services 
for its current and projected 
enrollment and to offset any funds 
not received from the state.   BC 
has traditionally not taken the 
allowable increases.” 

“Broward College’s tuition rate 
is still affordable for students who 
are or are not receiving aid,” she 
said. 

It’s so affordable that according 

to Gantdaily.com, BC is one of the 
cheapest four-year colleges in the 
nation with its new baccalaureate 
degrees. 

Millender feels that it’s 
important that “we are able to 
control our costs through efficiency 
in operations and still maintain 
the quality services that help our 
students to Finish What They 
Start.”

Students can rest easy that 
BC hasn’t pushed further than 
what is required of the state for 
tuition increases and it may make 
students feel at ease compared to 
those at state universities facing a 
15 percent increase. President of 
UF, Bernie Machen, wants to push 
the limits of tuition increase to 30 
percent according to an article in 
the Miami Herald. 

Kristian Grimsland, a UF 
student and BC alum, feels that 
the tuition hikes will cause for 
unhappy students but won’t affect 
the popularity of UF. “I’m not for 
the increase. I will say that in the 

past UF has been pretty affordable 
in the state of Florida,” he said. 

Despite the Pell Grant being 
unaffected some students may still 
find it hard to pay for classes. “Any 
student who wants to pursue any 
college or university and earn a 
degree should know that there is a 
cost associated with doing so. . .It 
should be more about the value, 
investment and return on that 
investment,” said Millender.

Many scholarship dollars never 
get awarded nationally and she feels 
that students should investigate 
these options to “bridge the gap 
between tuition costs and available 
aid.” 

One of the many resources 
available is the Broward College 
Foundation, where over 200 
scholarships can be found. Each 
scholarship is unique and can 
offer a cushion to students who 
may be facing the drastic cuts. 
For scholarship information 
visit http://www.broward.edu/
foundation.

by david dulak
north BurEau ChiEf

In the fall, a new student club 
will be starting at North Campus. 
Inspired by Roots and Shoots, 
a renowned global conservation 
organization that emphasizes on 
helping the environment and 
protecting animal life, the new 
environmental club aims to do just 
that and more. 

Roots and Shoots will be 
working closely with the new club 
and assisting it in many aspects as it 
begins the early stages of planning 
yearly activities. 

Environmental Club president, 
Alicia Rubio, has always been 
passionate about helping the 
environment from a young age.  
“A lot of benefits will result from 
working with Roots and Shoots. 
Students will learn leadership and 
fellowship skills that will cause 
positive change to happen in our 
community,” she said.

Once commenced, the club 

will participate in garbage clean 
ups, gardening, recycling, habit 
restoration, and tree planting. 

Discussions will also take 
place on environmental issues like 
global warming, pollution, and the 
benefits of alternative energy. 

When dealing with wildlife 
native to South Florida, the 
environmental club will study 
about endangered species and 
pay visits to animal rehabilitation 
centers. 

Other plans for involvement 
in the community by the 
Environmental Club involve 
volunteer service with the elderly 
and aiding the homeless. 

“Uniting students who share 
the same mission of promoting 
understanding of the environment 
and compassion for all living things 
is what I am aiming to do,” said 
Rubio, regarding her plans for the 
new club. “I know that we can set 
a good example for others in our 
community and inspire change,” 
she said.

No end in sight for tuition increases in Florida

Environmental club 
debuts on North
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continued From Front

Shantell bowen was included in the large crowd of students who gathered in the Southern breezes on South 
Campus on July 15, the financial aid deadline, to meet with financial aid advisors regarding the fall semester.
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Broward brothers start Apple repair business

By RichaRd PeRez
Editor-in-ChiEf

It only takes one sudden movement to 
send your precious Apple iPhone to the 
ground and leave it shattered. The new 
cracked screen might not result in seven 
years of bad luck but a hefty charge at Apple 
stores. 

Two brothers at Broward College, 
Brandon and Steven Bradford, have devised 
an opportune business that promises to not 
only cut the price but to offer a variety of 
colors and designs to change your basic 
iPhone. 

Steven and Brandon recently opened their 
first location to their new business iPros. It 
all started with a cracked iPhone 3GS and 
since then have opened their services to 
almost all Apple products.  

There are many businesses that have 
jumped on the bandwagon of Apple product 

repair such as UBreakIFix, but iPros offers 
a uniqueness in the customization of their 
phones. “We got tired of all of the traditional 
black and white iPhones so we started doing 
customizations and we thought it would be a 
good idea to offer it to everyone,” said Steven 
Bradford. 

“We always wanted to start our own 
business,” said Steven. Brandon Bradford is 
currently a business major with plans to go 
to a Florida university to pursue a bachelor’s 
of business while Steven is majoring in 
emergency medical services. 

“We loved iPhones, iPods, and Macs 
– all Apple products really. We thought it 
would be a good idea to start up an Apple 
customization and repair company,” said 
Steven. “We sat down, wrote a bunch of 
names down and tried to find one that was 
short and sweet that still encompasses the ‘i’ 
from iPhone and ‘pros’ from professionals,” 
said Steven. The Bradford brothers wanted the 
use of “I” to add a familiarity to the product 

and service. 
S t e v e n 

and Brandon 
learned how 
to fix the 
phones from 
their cousin 
who has been repairing the products on his 
own for the past five years. When he visited 
South Florida and stayed with the Bradfords 
they were taught how to fix an iPhone and 
excelled from there.  

There is certainly no ease in fixing the 
products alone and the process is quite 
precise. “I would say iPod touches are pretty 
difficult [to fix] because of how they are 
made. There are not any screws to really open 
the product. It’s all about technique and you 
have to be delicate. If you’re not careful you 
could end up breaking something,” said 
Steven.

For Brandon the perks of the job 
outweigh the difficulties. He loves “when 

someone comes back to the store and says 
how they are getting compliments on their 
customization and how people like it.”

IPros may be a name that you may hear 
more often. Although the company just 
launched, Steven and Brandon have plans to 
further pursue the company past the Apple 
product line. “[We’re] looking to fix more 
Apple products and possibly move to more 
devices other than Apple,” said Steve. They 
also plan to get employees and open more 
stores in the future. 

For more information about iPros and 
their services contact iProsinc@hotmail.com 
or visit their store at 2000 NW 146th Ave 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33028.

Brandon and Steven Bradford replacing the glass back on an iPhone 4.

Photos By Constanza Gallardo



page 13aug.15, 2011 opinion

By Constanza 
Gallardo
Photo Editor

This summer, movie 
theaters across the 
country were full of 
superheroes, mutants, 
wizards, horrible teachers 
or bosses, pirates and 
many others. 

It was a tough 
competition between 
all the major motion 
pictures, such as 
“Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 
II,” “Transformers 3,” 
“Super 8,” “X-Men: First 
Class,” “Thor,” “Captain 
America” and “Cowboys 
and Aliens,” just to name 
a few. Nevertheless, 
which of these movies takes the number 
one spot? 

If anyone asks a Potter fan which 
movie won, they would all state “Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part II” 
is the greatest summer movie.

 In fact, if a person focuses on the 
amount of money all the movies have 
earned this summer, not only nationally, 
but globally, “Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part II” will definitely 
be this year’s best summer movie.

The final installment of this 
international phenomenon has a 
domestic gross totaling $296 million and 
an international total of $926 million 

since it was released two weeks ago. 
 However, a person must consider all 

aspects in order to choose a winner. 
 In the graphics and visual effects 

department “Transformers 3” did an 
excellent job, and without a doubt is the 
best out of all the Transformers movies. 
Also, there were great story lines and 
explosions, like those shown in “Super 
8” and “Cowboys and Aliens.”

 Both are original stories that will keep 
everyone on the edge of their seat, as well 
as including humor, drama, suspense 
and love throughout the movie. 

Superheroes also played an important 
role this summer; “Thor,” ” The Green 
Lantern” and “Captain America” were 
all introduced to the world with a great 
cast and a big future for next year. Still, 
“Captain America” showed to be this 
summer’s strongest superhero surpassing 
the other movies’ budget, effects and 
hype.  

Nonetheless, out of all the big summer 
movies there was one that proved to have 
it all, “X-Men: First Class.” Apart from 
an awesome cameo of Hugh Jackman 
as Wolverine, this also movie delivers 

Superheroes dominate summer movie battle

the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FErPA), 
a Federal law, requires that Broward College, with certain 
exceptions, obtain your written consent prior to the 
disclosure of personally identifiable information from your 
education records. however, Broward College may disclose 
appropriately information without consent to those designated 
as “school officials” and in the case of emergencies.  

In addition, there may be an occasion where law 
enforcement units are required to disclosure personally 
identifiable information from students’ records. 

 Broward College designated law enforcement units 
employed by the College as “school officials” with a 
“legitimate educational interest.”  In all other incidences, as 
permit by FERPA regulations, the College also designates 
and discloses “directory information” without written consent, 
unless students have advised the College to the contrary in 
accordance with College procedures.

 Directory information, which is information that is generally 
not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if released, 
can also be disclosed to outside organizations without a 
student’s prior written consent.

 if you do not want Broward College to disclose directory 
information from your education records without your prior 
written consent, you must notify the College in writing by the 
beginning of fall term 2012.  the College has designated 
the following information as directory information:

• Student’s Full Name
• Enrollment Status
• degrees and Awards received
• Statistics pertaining to a student’s participation in 

officially recognized sports and activies

ATTENTION
READERS:

an outstanding display of action, smarts 
and fun, a great story, awesome effects, 
and the most important part-incredible 
actors who can actually act! It is truly a 
movie that I would personally see over 
and over again at the movie theater. 

X-Men is the ideal combination of 
cinematography which a person asks for 
in a movie, and by far gets to take home 
the prize as the best summer movie of 
2011. 

If you would like to give your own 
opinion, please visit us at www.facebook.
com/observernews.
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Professional athletes get recognized 
for their physical skills, record-breaking 
numbers and their vast wealth. Former 
Miami Heat player Alonzo Mourning is an 
athlete that has earned all three and wants to 
embellish his legacy by using his resources to 
give back to the community. 

He executes altruism every summer by 
hosting Zo’s Summer Groove (ZSG), an 
Alonzo Mourning Charities’ (AMC) three- 
day fundraising event filled with fun and 
family-oriented entertainment.

Housing a versatile vibe, ZSG was filled 
with golf, comedy shows, youth summits, a 
benefit dinner and more. “Since this is such a 
multicultural community there is something 
here for the whole family to come out to 
enjoy for the weekend,” said Mourning.

 This year marked the 15th year of ZSG, 
which has raised over $7 million for South 

Florida programs and initiatives. 
“We all come from pretty challenged 

backgrounds and we would not be here 
without someone’s contributions. Being able 
to create an atmosphere where we generate 
funds for young people that are trying to 
accomplish the same goals as we did is really 
a no-brainer,” said Mourning. 

According to the public relations group 
Zakarin Martinez, the purpose of ZSG is to 
unite the community and rally our resources 
for the children of our community to have 
proper educations and to go on to achieve. 

All of the proceeds go to the Overtown 
Youth Center and the Honey Shine 
Mentoring Program located in Miami. 

“I think Zo is the last of a dying breed 
and most athletes are more concerned about 
stats and branding than worrying about a 
community that desperately needs a beacon 
and I think Zo handles that responsibly,” said 
D.L. Hughley, comedy show host at ZSG.

ZSG kicked off on Wednesday, July 20 
with a basketball clinic 
at the Overtown Youth 
Center. Mourning and 
athletes like Tracy Reid, 
former WNBA player of 
the Houston Comets, spent 
time teaching on-court tips 
and sportsmanship to the 
children. 

On the following day, 
a sports conference took 
place at the JW Marriot 
Marquis in Miami. Thirty 
of the best high school 
basketball players in South 
Florida were invited to the 
entertainment complex 
for college style workouts 
and motivational stories 
from Mourning and other 
professional players. 

Many celebrities were 
in attendance for the golf 
classic at the Fairmont 
Turnberry Isle on Friday 
morning.

 Miami Heat coach, 
Eric Spoelstra, comedian 
Anthony Anderson and 
NBA Hall of Fame player 
Bill Russell all got on 
the green to play among 
themselves and ticket 
holders. 

The comedy show, 
hosted by Hughley, 

brought the talents of Marvin 

Dixon, Smokey Suarez 
and more, all leading 
up to the disappointing 
headliner, Dave 
Chappelle. 

The momentum was 
picked up at the youth 
empowerment summit 
held at the Signature 
Grand in Davie. 

Teens were able to 
speak about prevalent 
issues in an open forum 
with guest speakers 
Tony Gaskins and CNN 
reporter, Roland Martin.

The highlight of ZSG 
proved to be Saturday’s 
benefit concert and gala 
dinner hosted by Louis 
Aguirre co-host of Deco 
Drive. “For 15 years this 
man has inspired the 
youth of South Florida giving them the 
tools they need to build a better future,“ 
said Aguirre, who was “honored” to be 
involved.

 Mosaic, of America’s Got Talent,  and 
South Florida musicians Black Violin 
opened for large scale performances by 
Carlos Mencia, Cee Lo Green, and Alicia 
Keys. 

“Zo was asking me to do this for a 
long time now. He was lucky enough to 
garner a championship and make a lot of 

his dreams come true and now he is trying 
to focus that light on to other people,” said 
Mencia.

The groove wrapped up on Sunday 
afternoon with a block party at Sun Life 
Stadium. Carnival games and live music 
were all provided by Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
the Miami Dolphins and Florida Marlins. 
“We should all look towards Zo and Tracy 
for everything they do because the only way 
to make the world a better place is to inspire 
others to do the same,” said Aguirre.

South Florida gets in the groove of giving
Spam all-Stars 
performing 
at the block 
party.

louis aguirre jamming out on zSG’s red carpet.

Host of of zo’s Summer Groove alonzo mourning (right) and 
wife tracy mourning (center) arriving at the event. Carlos mencia discussing the event with local news stations.
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