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Broward College’s Willis 
Holcombe Center (WHC) offers 
architect, graphic design, and 

building construction technology 
programs. 

The WHC, located on Las 
Olas Boulevard in downtown Fort 
Lauderdale, is ideally placed for 
students to expand their cultural 

horizons and broaden their 
educational experience. 

The WHC is in walking 
distance of Broward County’s 
main library, the Museum of Art, 
Fort Lauderdale, Museum of 

Science and Discovery, Broward 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
and Cinema Paradiso, the host 
of Fort Lauderdale International 
Film Festival. The Las Olas 
shopping district includes high end 
restaurants, art galleries, and River 
Walk.

The WHC averages 2,700 
students per major semester and 
thanks to Archie Asar, the Student 
Life event programmer, student 
activities are just beginning for 
the 2011-2012 school year. Asar 
was a Student Life coordinator 
for North Campus and brings his 
talents to the WHC for a fun and 
educational year of activities and 
events.

Asar is introducing intramural 
sports to WHC students: soccer, 
flag football, and volleyball. In 
addition, Zumba Fitness and Yoga 
will be offered for the fall and 
winter semesters. Both semester 
Welcome Weeks (first full week 
of the semester) are jam packed 
with interactive vendors, college 
departments and information, and 
the Student Life prize wheel.

 On Sept. 19 and 20, Bill 
Clinton and George W. Bush 

impersonators will mock-debate 
the US Constitution in honor of 
Constitution Day. 

October brings Samba and 
Salsa dancers to the College Plaza 
and singer, songwriter Gaby 
Moreno. Upcoming semester 
events include Poetry Without 
Borders, Broadway Cares/Equity 
Fights AIDS Fundraiser, the first 
annual Spaghetti Luau – fundraiser 
for Toys for Tots, and a comedy 
show on Sept. 14. 

WHC Student Life’s 
educational enhancement program 
for professors kicks off with 
renowned artist, Pablo Cano, for 
Professors LeeAnna Yater and 
Angel Rodriguez’s classes. Cano 
constructs puppets from recycled 
materials that the students collect 
and bring in. 

Cano holds a puppet workshop 
and students create puppets that 
are displayed and used in the 
annual Fort Lauderdale Day of the 
Dead parade. 

For more information on the 
center’s upcoming events, call 
the WHC Student Life Activity 
Center, 954-201-7666 or email 
easar@broward.edu.

Willis Holcombe Center introduces a variety of activities

Students at the WHC decorate cupcakes for Welcome Week.

New school year brings on a new agenda 

By Kyle RamBo
SportS editor

The new school year at Broward 
College (BC) is up and running 
and to many students this means 
countless hours of dedication and 
hard work. Student Life at BC is 
always trying to put some fun in 
between those long study hours by 
holding various events to take the 
edge off like BC’s famous college 
wide Welcome Week. 

Welcome Week, which took 
place between Aug. 22 to Aug. 
31, gave students a chance to 
meet different people. It supplied 
students, new and old, with 
another enjoyable experience at 
the college. Events included luau 
parties, barbecues, and even a 
karaoke special. 

Students on North Campus 
enjoyed complimentary cupcakes 
in an event called Krazy Kakes. 
Students were given a chance to 
decorate their own creations and 
enjoy the treat.

The excitement was high on 
Central Campus where students 
enjoyed a barbecue and funnel 
cakes. 

One of the popular take home 
gifts were cell phone cases for 
the students. Each campus had 
different novelty gifts from Student 
Life to offer including picture key 
chains, cell phone holders, and 
Frisbees. 

The luau dance on South 
Campus showcased professional 
hula girls teaching students the 
rhythmic Hawaiian dance on 
stage. “I’m having fun at Welcome 
Week and I wish they had more 
experiences like this at Broward 
College,” said BC student, Dimitri 
Morisset. 

The karaoke special at South 
Campus featured student 
performances of all varieties. There 
was everything from the expected 
singing, to rapping, and even beat 
boxing. Young Nuke is a BC rapper 
who decided to freestyle to Chris 
Brown. “Since I saw everyone up 
there singing I just decided that 
I might as well go up there and 
freestyle to an instrumental,” he 
said. 

Anyone interested in 
participating in future events 
should contact their campus 
Student Life directors.

Fall festivities offer warm welcome 

Top, left: DJ from mega 94.9 plays 
at Central Campus Welcome Week. 
Top, right: Students Juan Guevara, 
Stepanie Rivera, Kareysha Nieves, 
and Rebecca firpi enjoy funnel cake 
and play dress up on Central Campus. 
Bottom, left: Cupcake designed at 
North Campus’ Krazy Kakes event. 
Bottom, right: Students on North 
Campus decorate cupcakes with 
assorted frosting and sprinkles.  
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By Clayton Gutzmore
Managing Editor

Movies have expanded to be 
more than just entertainment. They 
have become pop culture topics 
that people admire and praise by 
reciting the lines of the movie, or 
going out to buy clothing to match 
a character in the film.

A group of movie savvy people 
have allowed their passion to drive 
them to create a website to attract 
more movie enthusiasts, and to 
create a community for them to 
interact with and inform on all 
things cinema. This team of movie 
buffs is the people behind the web 
site InfamousKidd.com

“We are a movie and 
entertainment website that does 
movie reviews and updates based in 
South Florida. We cover the latest 
of what’s happening in Hollywood 
and we host movie screenings for 
various new releases,” said Raven 
McCoy, Promotion Director of 
InfamousKidd.com

The team who runs the site 
is composed of the following: 
The Infamous Billy the Kidd, 
founder, editor, and chief of the 
site; the aforementioned McCoy; 
Amsterdam Vallon, a columnist 
and John Doe, columnist and site 
critic.

The team uses these aliases so 
they can keep their personal life 
separate from the site, and to have 
a distance from their fans so they 
can live regular lives.

 The site was created a few years 
ago by Kidd. He was an employee 
of a South Florida radio station 
until he got fired. His original 
goal was to do an Internet radio 
show, but he didn’t have enough 
money to start it up so he started 
blogging.His posts would attract 
more and more people and then he 
developed a fan base. This same fan 
base helped him receive advertising 
deals that helped make the site 
grow. A year later he hired McCoy, 
then Doe and soon he got his 
staff while establishing his name 
in the process. “I really like Billy’s 
honest point of view on movies. I 
came on as a promotion assistant 
last September and my duties 
increased so then I was promoted 
to promotion director, columnist 
and critic,” said McCoy.

InfamousKidd.com will be 
celebrating its 3-year anniversary 
in November.

Over the years, the site has done 
interviews with actors, writers and 
directors of Hollywood movies, 
made an appearance at the Miami 
Comic-con and hosted a slew of 
movie screenings. “This past year 

we’ve done a number of exclusive 
screenings where we were given 
permission to fill and run an entire 
theater for Sucker Punch, Horrible 
Bosses, 50/50 and 30 Minutes or 
Less,” said McCoy. 

The site builds a relationship 
with the public relations firms 
that handle the screenings. Kidd 
also appears on radio shows to 
give insight on this week’s movie 

premieres, and the team cross 
promotes with local video game 
and comic book stores to spread 
the word for the site.

InfamousKidd.com is one 
of the few blog sites that give 
an unfiltered view on today’s 
entertainment. The movie studios 
recognize their following and that’s 
how they get the opportunity to 
host advance screenings for the 

Movie buffs share their passion for film

By Kelly mCnamara
Contributing WritEr

For some people, roller-skating 
may just be hobby, but for others it 
is a sport. Roller Derby is a mainly 
female contact sport that requires 
impressive agility, teamwork and 
strategy.

 On Saturday, August 27, 2011, 
the city of Fort Lauderdale hosted 
an East vs. West Derby Brawl at the 
War Memorial Auditorium. Local 
home team, Gold Coast Derby 
Grrls, faced off against Fort Myers 
Derby Girls. With an eclectic taste 
in uniforms, from fishnets, leopard 
pants, and even tutus, these hard-
hitting girls are not to be messed 
with in the ring. Clever, but also 
intimidating nicknames such as 
“Susie Bone Breaker,” “Tell Kill 
Ya,” and “Tackle Me Elmo” also 

show that these girls mean business.
 When twenty-four year old 

derby fan Christopher Stried 
from Coral Springs was asked 
who his favorite player was, he 
replied confidently, “Number 77, 
Stonebitch Blues.”

With alternative music blasting, 
fans in the stands, and derby girls 
everywhere, one gets a whiff of the 
exciting “girl power” atmosphere. 
“It’s a contact sport” says twenty-
seven year old team member 
“Sookie Skankhouse.” “Anybody 
can do this…people from 18 to 50 
have played… [they just have to] 
be competitive and want to skate.”  

Roller Derby is a game based 
on two teams that roller skate 
around an oval track. A specific 
team member called a “jammer” 
wins points when they lap around 
the opposing team. Hence, both 

latest movies.
“We know that we are not for 

everyone but if you have a passion 
for movies and want to be educated 
on them then we give you a place 
for you to get involved with them,” 
said Kidd.

InfamousKidd.com is just 
proof that one person’s passion for 
movies can bring together a whole 
community.

InfamousKidd.com holds promotional screening for new film “Colombiana.”
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Skating for a bruising

offense and defense is simultaneous 
and changes multiple times 
throughout the game.

Legendary forty-year old male 
coach Mo Sanders from Seattle, 
also known as “Quadzilla” has 
been playing the game since 1988. 
Even though there are over 600 
women leagues, he is working on 
expanding interest for men. When 
comparing men and women to the 
game, Sanders pointed out, “Men 
smash and go, women are more 
strategic.”

Even though Roller Derby is still 
mainly a female sport, when asked 
why he loved it, Sanders reply was 
“It’s just skating, and I love anything 
that as to do with skating. Derby is 
one of those things anybody can 
do. It does not matter what size 
you are, or what streanght you 
have because anybody can do it.” 
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Gold Coast Derby Girls won 172 to 77 against Fort Myers Derby Girls.



INK FOR THE 
      SOUL

By Kyle RamBo
SportS Editor

A tattoo can tell a lot about a person 
including their beliefs, their heritage, and 
sometimes even their personality. A tattoo 
can be many different things but one thing 
that it is for sure is art. That became extremely 
evident after attending the 16th annual South 
Florida Tattoo Expo in Coral Springs.

The expo was held from Aug. 12 to Aug. 
14 at the Coral Springs Marriot Hotel and 
was host to many different activities and 
variety of people. The event brought together 
people who had every single inch of their 
body “tatted up” and people who wouldn’t 
dare to blemish their precious skin — note 
that they were the minority, of course.

The event was hosted by the outgoing 
and unfiltered personality of Mel-T. She 
was a host on the radio station Power 93 
before the station was shut down. “I’ve 
been coming to this thing ever since I was 
a teenager, running around, almost getting 
kicked out every year,” she admitted.    There 
were many contests at the expo including 
pin-up girls, most exotic piercing, and wet 
t-shirt contests, but the main event was, of 
course, the tattoo competition. There were 
20 categories including best tribal, cartoon, 
fantasy, traditional, unusual, portrait, sleeve, 
overall male and female, and tattoo of the 
day. 

Contestant Melodie Blaize entered the 
traditional category sporting a tattoo on 
her thigh of what looked like a half-tiger, 
half-girl wearing a veil and howling. Blaize 
she got the tattoo because “the artist in the 
shop I was in [Vatican Tattoo Designs] asked 
anyone if they wanted it and I was the first 
one that jumped up and said ‘I want that on 
my body.’” She entered the contest as a favor 
for the artist who designed her tattoo. 

Rachel Arnott, a 24-year-old contestant, 
entered the small and work in progress 
categories. She has her own tattoo shop, 
Living Canvas, in Orlando. Her tattoos 
included a memorial for her grandfather, 
portraits of her beloved animals. Judging by 

her love of animals she is apart of Florida’s 
Claws a company that “educates the public 
about native animals and habitats.” 

Other contestants tattoos consisted 
of more common things such as skulls, 
and tribal designs while others were more 
eccentric and radical like full body tattoos 
scaling everything from iconic celebrities to 
lost friends or family members. 

The expo also offered other things like 
a live alligator display by the Gatorboys. 
“Gatorboys is a nuisance trapping. We are 
the only trappers down here (south Florida) 
that take the alligators alive and not kill 
them,” said alligator specialist Richard 
DeCoste.  On a mission to dispel the rumors 
on gators he said, “We don’t really wrestle, 
we work them to show what the alligator can 
and can’t do.”

The Gold Coast Derby Girls, a female 
roller derby team located in South Florida, 
was also present. Each member of the 
team makes up their own crazy name to 
be displayed on the back of their jerseys. 
Cherry Cruel Whip, a member of the board 
of directors for the team, wishes to recruit for 
the full-contact sport. “We have something 
for everyone and if you have dedication we 
will work with you,” she said.

One of the main drawings for the show 
was an entire room filled with over a hundred 
artists and vendors. People could come in 
and get anything from a painting, tattoo, 
and even piercing on basically any part of 
the body. Some of the artists and vendors 
participating in the expo were Empire Ink 
Tattoos, Ink Daddys, Hold Fast Tattoo, 
Reckless Crew, Fetish Factory, Peace Pipe, 
and Florida Jerky Hut. 

If you were looking for something spooky 
at the expo it definitely came in the 2,200 
square foot haunted house put on by Strega 
Moon Productions.

The expo was overall a fun atmosphere 
whether you had a tattoo or not. Anyone 
interested in finding more information 
about an artist, vendor, or entertainment act 
that attended the expo can visit the official 
South Florida Tattoo Expo website at www.
floridatattooexpo.com.
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