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Students show enthusiasm at Pep Rally
By Kyle RamBo
SportS Editor

Students and faculty alike 
danced and cheered during the 
Broward College (BC) Athletic 
Pep Rally at Central Campus. The 
Pep Rally was held on Sept. 2 and 
promoted the new Broward men’s 
and women’s soccer teams, as well 
as the other sports at the college.

The event was put on by 
Student Life and was a part of Club 
Rush. Students were encouraged to 
attend and join the celebration that 
also offered free popcorn and snow 
cones.

The main attractions of the 
Pep Rally were the two new soccer 
teams at Broward. Both teams were 
greeted on stage by applause from 
students, Sammy the Seahawk 
BC President J. David Armstrong 
Jr. The soccer program is looking 
positively on this season as everyone 
involved is very optimistic about 
not only this season, but the future 
of Broward soccer.

The players of both teams were 
individually introduced on stage by 
their team captains. A captain of 
the women’s soccer team, Bonnie 
Nobel, said “I see us kicking butt 
this year.” Nobel attended Cooper 
City High School and was also 
in the soccer club program at 
Broward last year. “This [soccer 
team] is a lot more serious and the 
club wasn’t nearly as structured as 
this,” she said. Stephanie Marquez 
and Deena Tillow are also captains 
of the team. Tillow said the team is 
a “tight knit family.”

The men’s side had Captain 
Olivier Krasso present the team 
onstage. Krasso likes what he sees 
in the team and said “we have 
what it takes to go far, I’m staying 

optimistic.” Chichi Herrera, the 
assistant coach for the men’s team, 
sees the season as “prosperous.”

Herrera graduated with his 
associate’s degree from Broward last 
year and also played for the club 
team along with Krasso. Herrera 
has a goal of “at least a .500 record 
up in Georgia,” which is where the 
district games are played. 

Herrera believes the Broward 
team “will one day be able to 
compete against Division 1 
schools” but “the team hasn’t been 
completely gelling just yet.” This is 
Herrera’s first time coaching and 
said “I kind of like the power I have, 
it’s kind of like being a general.” 
Herrera and Krasso both enjoyed 
the Pep Rally and Krasso said, 

“The team and I really appreciate 
the school putting this event on for 
us. We really haven’t been legit and 
this helps put us out there.”

The Pep Rally also was host to 
many of BC’s different clubs in 
which students were encouraged to 
browse their options and have the 
opportunity to join a club. Some of 
the many clubs included the Gay 
Straight Alliance, O.V.A.L., the 
Media Club, intramural sports and 
the Hillel Jewish Community. 

Intramural sports attendant, 
Lawrence Reese, pushes students 
to join intramural sports. He tells 
them to “get involved because there 
is no obligation. You can come and 
go as you please.” The sports are co-
ed and played with fellow students. 

The Hillel Jewish Community 
is a new club and is for students 
of all beliefs. “The main purpose 
of this group is to give a religious 
and cultural aspect on Judaism and 
Islam,” said the group creator, Noa 
Nijamkin. 

Shaday Dureseau, who is a 
member of C.AB. at Central 
Campus had fun and said 
“everyone was all pepped up at the 
Pep Rally.”

Two of the guest speakers at 
the Pep Rally included player, Ace 
Thompson, and team president, 
Tim Robbie, from the Fort 
Lauderdale Strikers, a professional 
soccer team. 

They were there to celebrate 
Broward’s soccer teams and also 

promote their Sept. 17 game against 
the Atlanta Silverbacks at Lockhart 
Stadium. Broward students get half 
off tickets to the game when they 
show their student ID. 

Thompson played soccer for 
the University of Maryland and is 
in his second year with the Fort 
Lauderdale Strikers. He believes 
that if any BC soccer player wants 
to make soccer into a profession 
that “they must take the mental 
part seriously and be disciplined 
in not only soccer but also in their 
studies.” 

Robbie said his team has made 
“great strides” and “I think it’s great 
Broward is bringing back soccer.” 
He also wants the Broward students 
to know “the most important thing 
is to get a college degree, but while 
also having fun.”

Armstrong was a huge supporter 
at the Pep Rally and believes that 
the soccer team will be “great.” 
“I think it’s very important and 
want students to be involved 
in the sports here at Broward, 
including intramural sports at all 
the campuses.” 

He believes school activities 
“help students become well-
rounded people” and “college 
is time to have fun as well as 
work hard.” He “challenged the 
soccer team to make the national 
tournament within the next two 
years” as he sees “the coaches 
bringing the team together.”

The Pep Rally brought students, 
former students, employees and 
athletes all together for the cause 
of supporting not only Broward 
College athletics but Broward 
Student Life as a whole. According 
to Armstrong, “there will be more 
activities like this throughout the 
year.”
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(Top, left) men’s soccer team with Sammy the Seahawk / (Top, right) Hillel Jewish Community / (Bottom, left) Phi 
Theta Kappa members/ (Bottom, right) Women’s soccer team with Sammy the Seahawk



page 12 SepT. 19, 2011SPORTS

By Felecia King
Staff Writer

As the sun scorched the tennis courts 10 
a.m., Saturday morning, the girls trying out 
for Broward College’s (BC) women’s tennis 
came with their game faces. Some of whom 
never played organized tennis a day in their 
lives and others who have been playing since 
they were six years-old.

Coach Marlena Hall has been coaching 
BC’s women’s tennis team for three years. 
Over her three years at BC she has coached 
15 girls. Hall, a four-time national champ, is 
also a tennis player herself, with a couple of 
awards under her belt. 

One of the students who tried out for the 

team was Giovanna Gallardo, 19, who is an 
architecture major. Gallardo played tennis 
when she was eight years-old and she is ready 
to return to the court.

Ashley Cabral, 19, nursing major, started 
playing tennis in the sixth grade, on and off. 
Cabral ranked #1 in the varsity women’s 
league in high school. “I’m pretty fit, which 
makes me a great candidate for this team,” 
said Cabral.

Assistant Coach Dustin Foreman, 25, 
said, “We will work with anyone, as long as 
you give 100 percent.” Forman said that the 
girls are focused on achieving their goals. 

Team captain, Stephanie Cardullo, 20, 
communications major, has been playing 
tennis for 8 years. Cardullo was out for a 
year, after having surgery in December 2010 

for a torn anterior cruciate ligament (ACL). 
Previous to her injury, Cardullo had won 

a plethora of awards including four-time All-
County First-Team selection. She lost in the 
state finals her junior year, but she did win 
doubles and was named to the all-county 
first team her senior year.

Justyna Wojcik, 23, finance major, 
started playing tennis at just 6-years-old.  
Wojcik, a native Canadian, played Canadian 
Junior Nationals and also competed in the 
International Junior Tournament. Since 
she was a kid, she’s aspired to become a 
professional tennis player.

Coach Hall prides her team on not just 
being great athletes, but also great students. 
The 2010-2011 women’s team had eight of 
nine students who were academic and were 

honored as “Academic Team of the Year,”  
an award given to any team with an overall 
team GPA above a 3.0, according to Robert 
Deutschman, athletic director.

Forman said that the girls are so 
motivated, they work out on their own, 
without being told, and they love doing it. 
Everyone practices with a smile on their face.

Over the past 30 years, BC’s women’s 
tennis has had 16 years where at least 
one player has become the NJCAA’s All-
American in singles. 

Coach Hall said that she’s the proudest 
coach you’ll ever find. She believes that the 
team will go really far if they stay healthy and 
committed. 

“We’re thinking much bigger this year,” 
said Coach Hall.

BC girls show their game faces on the tennis court

Paula garcia, a member of the Bc women’s tennis team. ally Underhill (left) serves ball with her teammate Stephanie cardullo.
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