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The Performing Arts 
department at Broward College is 
proud to present an original play 
by Professor Mariah Johnson and 
the cast, which consists of a diverse 
group of students. 

“My Country” will cover 
many ideas about America and its 
multicultural citizens that have 
moved from another country, and 
are now part of this society. 

The play is based around 
concepts such as the Bill of Rights; 
the constitution, the principles that 
this country was founded on, and 
what it means to be an American. 
The play will contain monologues, 
original dance and music pieces by 
the students. 

Since “My Country” will be 
written by the professor and the 
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An empty dark stage surrounding a bright 
white light, with a steep stairway as its only 
entrance and exit, waited impatiently for 
the actors that nervously lingered for their 
scheduled audition. 

The director prepared herself for a very 
busy night; meanwhile, people were walking 
up and down the outdoor hallway while 
performing voice exercises and preparing 
monologues. This was the setting for a rainy 
Tuesday afternoon at the Fine Arts Building 
at Central Campus. Why? The Theater 
Department at Central Campus hosted its 
fall auditions for the play “The Imaginary 
Invalid” by Moliere, which will be presented 
in October of this year by Professor Deborah 
Kondelik. 

The auditions consisted of a five minute 
appointment in which a student would have 
the time to deliver a selected monologue 
from another Moliere play and perform 16 
bars of a ballad if he or she auditioned for a 
singing role. About forty students auditioned 
for the play, but only 11 students would get 

a part. One of the students, Allyn Moriyon, 
before auditioning said, “I am auditioning 
because I am hoping to pursue acting and 
directing as a profession, so it seems like a 
good idea to be part of as many productions 
as I can and get familiarized with being on 
stage.” 

Since it would be a tough competition, 
half of them would be called back the next 
day for a more deliberate decision. After 
auditioning, Kristi Cruz commented, “I feel 
good, nervous but that is normal, and it is 
not up to me anymore it is in the director’s 
hands. So fingers crossed and we will see.” 

Early in the morning, on Sept. 8, the 
11 distinct students were chosen and a 
list was posted for everyone to see. “The 
Imaginary Invalid” cast is formed by new 
and experienced students like Chris Krider, 
Cruz, Jonathan Adam, Moriyon, Molly 
Brinn and others. Rehearsals have already 
started giving students several hours of 
dedication to bring to life this fall’s play. 

The play will be run from Oct. 
27 thruough Nov. 6.  Tickets for all 
performances are $15 for general admission 
and $8 for Broward College employees, all 

students and seniors. The performances 
will take place for two consecutive weeks 
on Thursday through Saturday evenings 
at 8pm and on Sunday afternoons at 2pm 
in the Fine Arts Theatre (Building 6/2nd 

Floor) on BC’s Central Campus located at 
3501 SW Davie Road in Davie. For tickets 
and additional information, please contact 
the Bailey Hall Box Office at 954 201-6884. 
(info from the press release).

cast, it will include different points 
of view about living in America; 
moreover, it will express varied 
experiences, attitudes and morals 
that have been influenced by other 
cultures and are now part of the 

United States. Jamal Jean Baptist, 
one of the students contributing 
to the script said, “We have the 
opportunity to put ourselves into 
the play and at the same time the 
audience can relate to us.” 

The cast will share thoughts and 
present points of view concerning 
the rights that an American citizen 
holds and enlighten the spectators 
with personal stories, as well as 
political and educational facts. 
“The idea is that people will come 
and see the play, and leave the 
theatre with their own thoughts 
and ideas,” shares Professor 
Johnson about the objective of the 
performance. “Being an American 
is not about your race, creed or 
color … that is what we are trying 
to emphasize in the play.” 

Other subjects will be covered, 
such as equality and any type 
of freedom. Professor Johnson 
comments that there are two 
students who already have a song 
about equal opportunity. “In 
this country we say everybody 
is equal, but do we really treat 
everyone as equal?” Retrospectives 

from different races and religious 
backgrounds will be added from 
students like Saer Abdolkarim 
who states, “As far as me, being a 
Muslim American, it can be tough 
but I hope this play can change 
people’s lives.” There are other 
views from students like Victor 
Andres who said, “I contribute 
to give the Latino perspective of 
immigration … To tell everyone 
that this country was made up of 
immigrants” 

“My Country” promises to be 
a thought-provoking original play 
that will relate with anyone, as well 
as open your mind and widen your 
range of ideas. Without a doubt, 
it is a performance that will be 
worth watching. “My Country” 
will be open to the public on Dec. 
2 through Dec. 4 with only four 
performances, so make sure to 
mark it on your calendar.

BC audition finds talent beyond imagination

Patriotism and creativity blend together for theater
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Chris Krider (left) and Kristi Cruz (right) in “the Imaginary Invalid.” 

P`an Ku wants you!
P’an Ku is now accepting art, photography, poetry, fiction, 
and non-fiction submissions. We are also encouraging 
people to create artwork this semester for the cover  of 
our magazine. The motif will be a comic book and the 
cover can be anything related to comic books or cartoons. 
In the  spirit of P`an Ku, we welcome everyone who is 
an artist to participate, whether you are a photographer, 
painter, sculptor, poet, writer or you love to use Illustrator 
or Photoshop to bring your ideas to life.  We are completely 
uncensored and open to whatever you consider to be art 

as long as it’s original.

Submit your work online at www.broward.edu/panku or 
drop them off at these locations:

South Campus - Building 68, room 246
North Campus - Building 46, room 133

Central Campus - In the Art Department, room 102

the cast of “My Country” rehearsing.
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Not everyone and everything is always as 
it seems to be and sometimes you may not 
even be who you thought you were your 
whole life. 

 Written by Shawn Christensen and 
directed by Jon Singleton, “Abduction” 
starring Taylor Lautner and Lily Collins will 
be sure to satisfy the most intense adventure 
seeking audiences with its explosions, fights, 
guns and more. This movie serves as an 
action-packed thriller while also causing the 
hearts of Lautner loving girls to flutter in 
adoration. 

“Abduction” tells the story of Nathan 
Harper (Lautner), a seemingly regular 
teenage boy who, after finding his picture 
on a missing childrens website, discovers 
that Kevin Harper (Jason Issacs) and Mara 
Harper (Maria Bello) are not his real parents. 

 When things take a turn for the worse, 
Nathan is forced to run and hide from a team 
of trained killers who have been attempting 
to track him down his whole life, and have 
killed his foster parents in an attempt to 
capture him and use him against his real 
father. Trusting no one except his neighbor 
and childhood friend, Karen (Lily Collins), 
and relying on the resources and help of 
his friend Gilly (Denzel Whitaker), Nathan 
attempts to stay alive while attempting to 
find out his true identity. 

Aside from protecting himself, he must 
protect the people that he loves from those 
that he hates. Nathan also has to face the 

challenge of figuring out whether or not the 
CIA agent Frank Burton (Alfred Molina) is 
someone that can be trusted.

In the end though, Nathan and Karen 
become tired of running from their assailants, 
and Nathan decides to take things into his 
own hands and risk his life to confront his 
foes face to face in an attempt to end their 

Lautner brings explosive goodness in ‘Abduction’
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The new season of “Two and a Half Men” 
premiered on Sept. 19 on CBS with Ashton Kutcher’s 
debut, bringing a large name after the loss of Charlie 
Sheen. Everyone remembers the whole debacle with 
Sheen and the television hit he had been part of for 
years. However, Sheen was not able to control his 
personal dilemmas and was fired from the hit show. 
For months there was gossip and false statements of 
what would happen to the series. 

Finally, CBS announced the introduction of a 
new face that hopefully would bring a responsible 
and constant mood to the “Two and a Half Men” 
stage. Yet what would this shocking new character 
played by Kutcher bring to the story line?  

Publicity has been bombarding audiences for 
months and has caused a media phenomena. Viewers 
can choose to side with Sheen, or they can actually 
give Kutcher a chance to keep on with the show. All 
the hype and fan loyalty wars finally faced a verdict 
on Sept. 19, when CBS revealed the new season to 
the world and left the public to judge for themselves.  

The first episode absolutely got rid of Charlie 
by killing him, and for a fact it was not a peaceful 
death. A funeral ceremony filled with past hook-ups 
reinforced what a scumbag Charlie was— the man is 
dead and the women still despise him. A metaphor 
was used the moment Kutcher appears on scene 
where Alan drops Charlie’s ashes, as to convey the 
fact that the show does not need Sheen and they will 
move on perfectly with Kutcher. 

Now the question is will the public embrace 
this new character as they did with Charlie Harper? 
Kutcher’s character is presented as this suicidal lover 
who is not only a maniac but by chance happens to 
be a billionaire, $1.3 billion to be exact. 

After a night of “fun” with Alan, he suddenly 
decides to buy Charlie Harper’s house. The writers of 
“Two and a Half Men” went straight to the point and 
kept it pretty basic and coincidental.  

This first episode became a trendy topic on Twitter 
with all types of responses in a matter of seconds. 
Love or hate is now an issue that only time will tell 
with the new inception of “Two and a Half Men.” It 
made it through its first obstacle, now people must 
wait for the truth and judge.

Lights, stage, Kutcher

reign of terror. 
 “Abduction” was filmed in Pittsburgh, 

Penn. and features sites such as the PNC 
baseball stadium, home for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, as the scene for the grand finale 
of the movie. Whether on a train, in the 
woods, or on the streets, Lautner shows 
that he has what it takes to make it in the 

action movie business. “Abduction” takes 
his career to a whole new level using his 
lifelong championship winning training in 
the martial arts as an effective tool in his 
arsenal.  “Abduction” is an exciting movie 
that plays with the concept of spies and the 
CIA, and gives a perspective on the idea of 
hidden identities.

Taylot Lautner with co-star Lily Collins in their latest film, “Abduction.” 
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Angus T. Jones, Ashton Kutcher and Jon Cryer in “Two and a Half Men” after the loss of Charlie Sheen’s 
character Charlie Harper.
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