
PAGE 13JAN. 24, 2012 SPORTS

KYLE RAMBO
MANAGING EDITOR

Although Broward had an impressive 
showing in the 2nd half, the first half ended 
with Brevard leading 46-21. The Seahawks 
needed a miracle and a half to get out of that 
hole and win the game.

 They began to pick up the tempo and 
play with more intensity after having a 
sluggish beginning. Even after outscoring 
Brevard Community College 45—42 in the 
2nd half, Broward College’s men’s basketball 
team ultimately had to face defeat. Broward’s 
team entered the game with an 11-5 record 
and playoff hopes. This was the Broward 
Seahawks first conference game of the 
season, which just added to the importance 
of the game.

The Seahawks entered Southern 
Conference play with a 3-1 record since 
the New Year. The conference game against 
Brevard would be the first of a 12 game 
stretch that would conclude the regular 
season with a match against rival Miami-
Dade College on February 20th.

The Seahawks are hoping that this is 
not a sign of things to come, as they were 
convincingly beaten, with the final score 
standing at 88-66. The game was held at 
Broward College’s South Campus gym, the 
George E. Mayer Gymnasium, on January 
11th at 7p.m.

The team played with “no intensity,” 
says Seahawks Coach Bob Starkman. The 
team needs to greatly improve if they expect 
to make a run in the playoffs and Coach 
Starkman believes that will it will be difficult 
to accomplish because “our big men get beat 
too easily.”

The team looked like they could compete 
with whoever they played with all season, 

Seahawks face a tough challenge on the court

so there is no panic about what needs to 
be done moving forward. Even with a loss, 
Seahawk fans came to support their team and 
they were cheering the whole night. Broward 
student Aubrey Hill, who is majoring in 
occupational therapy, says “every team, no 
matter how good, has their off days.” 

Although the overall outcome was not 
what the Seahawks had expected or wanted, 
there were some individual players that had 
great nights and showed what the potential 

of this team could really be. Broward’s 
6-6 Freshman Forward Craig Brown led 
all scorers in the game with 26 points. 
Sophomore Guard Alen Hardy was 2nd 
in scoring with 21 points. Seven of the ten 
Broward players contributed with points, 
which needs to continue as foul trouble 
and fatigue play a key factor late in games; 
especially when opponents have three more 
players on the roster, as was the case against 
Brevard.

The next home Seahawk game will be 
against Southern Conference opponent Palm 
Beach State College, on January 23rd at the 
George E. Mayer Gymnasium on Central 
Campus. Students, faculty, and general fans 
alike are encouraged to come out and support 
the Seahawks as they make a push toward the 
playoffs. For more information on Broward 
College’s men’s basketball team or any other 
Broward College athletic teams visit the 
website at www.broward.edu/athletics.
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BC Seahawks basketball team facing Brevard.
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I am a 20 year old pending international 
student who paid more than $3,000 for three 
classes for winter term at Broward College. The 
price may not be that shocking since I did say 
“international student”; therefore, I pay out-of-
state tuition fees and everyone knows that classes 
are three times more expensive than what an in-
state student pays. What could sound unusual is 
the term “pending”. Presently, I am waiting for 
the approval of my student visa while I take my 
last three classes before receiving my Associate’s 
Degree. However, dealing with the lines between 
being considered an in state, out-of-state and 
international student has been quite a challenge.  

It all started when my father was relocated to 
South Florida due to his new job. My family and 
I left our home and friends in Cancun, Mexico to 
start a new life. Even though I was unhappy with 
the change and was basically forced to move to 
The United States, my parents persuaded me that 
by having an American degree  would allow me 
to find a job in my country faster and easier than 
others who studied in Mexico. So I agreed to join 
them; I was 18. 

The first semester I arrived I was unable to 
study due to registration dates and tuition fees. 
Although my L-2 Visa allowed me to study and 
pay in-state fees, Florida’s law asks for proof of 
residency of at least one year in order to qualify 
for regular prices. Subsequently, I waited until 
January 2010 to start my education, yet I had to 
pay out-of state. I took three EAP classes because 
my English skills tested low, 13 credits in total, 
and I had to pay $4,047. 

I took a summer class that was also more 
than a $1,000 until finally August came and I 
was eligible to pay in-state tuition. Yet another 
obstacle reached my parent’s wallet; apparently 
my first advisor failed to inform me that a new 
law in Florida was passed stating that when an 
out-of-state student begins and takes more than 
11 credits, he or she may never apply for in-
state status, a minor detail that was never told 

to us, and damaged my entire educational path.  
Fortunately, Administration advised us to send 
an appeal where my situation would be evaluated 
and a decision would be made. Throughout this 
time I was an emotional wreck because my father 
would not be able to keep on paying my college 
with out-of-state fees; I desperately wanted to 
help them but I could not work, at least legally, 
and earn a salary that would let me contribute 
with tuition.  

Just two weeks before class started, I was 
approved by Broward College as an in-state 
student. It was August 2010 and I took five classes 
for a total of $1,750. Compared to the $5,000 we 
paid for four classes, that amount seemed like we 
were in financial heaven.  Winter, summer and fall 
2011 passed and I took a full schedule and paid 
regular fees; however, every term at registration, 
the system would block me and ask for an 
immigration status update. Frustration, anger 
and disappointment would always walk in around 
registration time. I envied those students who 
had it so easy and even received a free education, 
yet many of them did not take advantage of the 
opportunity handed to them. 

It was December 2011 and I was once again 
battling with my immigration status at the 
College.  Although my Visa doesn’t expire until 
July 31, 2012, the law states that any student 
turning 21 must change their status before that 
date in order to keep on studying. I so happen 
to turn 21 in February 2012. As some would 
say: #FAIL! Even more so since I was waiting 
for the approval of a green card that my father 
had petitioned for back in February, but little 
did we know that he filed the wrong application 
(due to our lawyer) and we were actually very far 
from applying for residency. Oh well. My father 
brought me to this country, now we must do it 
their way so I can finish my education. I have sent 
all the applications, letters, and money (that I will 
not get back if I am denied); now the only thing 
I have to do is wait for Immigration’s decision. 
My education is now in their hands. All I can do 
is wait, study this term and receive the best grade 
possible. That is life. 

In or out-of-state?
Drinking unhealthily

BY ROGIHANNE AVIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

College students have many things in 
common, but the most prominent and 
dangerous one is binge drinking, also called 
heavy episodic drinking. Alcohol is bad no 
matter how you drink it, but binge drinking, 
the act of drinking to the point of heavy 
intoxication in a short period of time, is 
the worst thing you can do. Kidshealth.
org officially defines binge drinking as the 
consumption of 5 or more drinks for men 
(4 or more for women) over a 2 hour period. 

According to the New York Times blog, 
1 in 6 Americans goes on a drinking binge 
four times a month. Most of the drinking is 
done by students under the age of 21. Binge 
drinking is a major health risk. It can lead 
to blood pressure issues, alcohol poisoning, 
unintended pregnancy, liver disease, children 
born with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders, 
and sexually transmitted diseases. It can also 
be the cause of unintentional and intentional 
injuries, like car accidents, drowning, 
domestic violence, sexual assault, and burns. 

According to the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC), binge drinking rates are 
high in the United States, and that more 
than 38 million Americans do it, ranging 
between 18-34 year olds, though there are 
many who fall below that range as well.

 Also, it is said that this drinking problem 
is more common in households with an 
income of $75,000, or more. Dr. Manny 
Alvarez, a senior managing health editor 
at Foxnews.com thinks it’s disturbing that 
Americans are drinking double the amount 
of what is already considered too much, and 
that it’s putting their health in jeopardy. 
Taking a closer look at this problem, it’s the 

third leading preventable death in the U.S., 
with more than 80 million victims.

People are usually led to binge drink 
by something that has happened to them, 
in either their personal or social lives; 
with depression and anxiety being the 
two most popular causes. We find these 
problems mostly in college students, since 
they are more susceptible to peer pressure 
and everything else that comes with being 
in college. Moreover, it also ties in with 
managing your stress level, which can help 
in more ways than one.

 There is some good news. The CDC has 
come up with a plan to help those in need 
with their alcohol program, which works 
to prevent excessive alcohol use. Their goal 
is to improve the public’s health, to prevent 
excessive alcohol consumption, to build a 
state of public health that deals with alcohol 
epidemiology, the study of alcohol use, abuse 
and dependence.

 Also, according to Dr. Henry Wechsler 
of Harvard University, binge drinking 
among high school and college students 
has decreased over the last four years, and 
abstainers went up 22 percent since then. 
Even the National Institute on Drug Abuse 
by the Institute for social Research (ISR) at 
the University of Michigan says that college 
binge drinking reached its lowest in a 17 year 
period.

 Despite this decline however, there 
are still people who binge drink. Binge 
drinking is wrong, and so many problems 
come attached to it. Alcohol impairs you. 
It influences your actions and decisions. 
More often than not, you wake up the next 
morning with feelings of regret. It’s fun to let 
loose, but moderation is the key.


